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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 October 2008 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-17 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-17 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 27 March 2006 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

1 . Claims 17-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. 

Regarding claim 17, the limitation "the at least one first support surface and the 
at least one second support surface have a lateral clearance from each other" and "the 
at least one first elastic element bridges the lateral clearance in the form of a first free 
bridge" is not understood by an ordinary skill in the art. 

Figures 1 , 2 show holding tab 1 7 formed on the stator frame of motor 12. 
Holding tab 17 is covered on two sides by damping element 21 as shown in Fig. 1 . The 
side wall 28 of damping element 21 is between holding tab 17 and pocket side wall 8'. 
As best understood by the Examiner and shown in Fig. 3, the first support surface 30 is 
the surface of the overlapping region of the holding tab 17 and elastic member and the 
second support surface 31 is the overlapping region of the pocket side wall 8' and the 
elastic member. However, as shown in Fig. 2, there is no lateral clearance between first 
support surface 30 and the at least one second support surface 31 and the disclosure 
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does not show how the lateral clearance 32 is formed in Fig. 3. Fig. 4 shows an 
embodiment quite different from Fig. 2 with two holding tabs 17 on one side of the 
elastic member and pocket side wall 8' on the other side (please see markups in 
previous Office Action). 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on 1 0/20/2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Again, the applicant's position is still on the ground that the 
Examiner only stated that claim 17 "is not understood to an ordinary skill in the art" 
instead of considering several factors in an analysis for compliance with the enablement 
requirement are: (1 ) the breadth of the claims; (2) the nature of the invention; (3) the 
state of the prior art; (4) the level of one of ordinary skill in the art; (5) the level of 
predictability in the art; (6) the amount of direction provided by the inventor; (7) the 
existence of working examples; and (8) the quantity of experimentation needed to make 
or use the invention based on the content of the disclosure. Moreover, Figs. 3 and 4 
schematically show further exemplary embodiments of the damping device that may not 
necessary be the same with embodiment shown in Fig. 2; Figs. 1 , 7 and 9 show a 
lateral clearance between tabs 17 and wall 8, 8'. 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees with the Applicant because the Examiner 
has clearly pointed out why the disclosure of the invention is not understood to an 
ordinary skill in the art rather certain phrases in claim 17 and the Examiner also 
considered other factors such as the breadth of the claims and the nature of the 
invention is unclear, there is no drawings to described prior art, there is no direction 
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provided by the inventor, no working example. Moreover, claim 17 claimed the 
structure described in Figs. 1, 2 and 3. In the specification, Fig. 3 is described as a 
schematic representation of a damping device between the assembly (of the assembly 
of Fig. 1 and 2) and the mounting fixed to the frame and there is a gap between the 
necessary structural connections between Fig. 2 and Fig. 3 for an ordinary skill in the art 
to understand. Even though Figs. 3 and 4 directed to schematic representation of 
further exemplary embodiments of the damping device, there is no further exemplary 
embodiment of the damping device is described. Figs. 1 and 9 show no lateral 
clearance between tabs 17 and wall 8, 8'. Fig. 7 appears to show side walls 8 and 8' 
similar to Fig. 2 but there is a gap between the necessary structural connections such 
as tab 17 is broken into two pieces in radial direction. For the reasons explained above, 
the rejection is still deemed proper. 

Conclusion 

3. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Information on How to Contact USPTO 
4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hanh N Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2031 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner 's 
supervisor, Quyen Leung, can be reached on (571) 272-8188. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (571) 273-8300 
for regular communications and (571 ) 273-8300 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1000. 

HNN 

January 3, 2009 

/Nguyen N Hanh/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2834 



